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ABSTRACT

Penal execution institutions are closed institutions where people are convicted of a crime or detained due to
an accusation of a crime. Today, the practices carried out in these closed institutions have moved away from
the punishment-oriented understanding; the current understanding of the criminal-justice system has evolved
into a system that includes a number of practices that will distract the person from the crime he/she has
committed and prevent him/her from re-offending. This necessitates the determination of the characteristics
of the convict profile in penal institutions and the development of improvement-oriented programmes in line
with the emerging needs.

Although penal institutions are differentiated according to classifications such as age, gender, security, etc.,
many different profiles can be together in the same penal institution. These groups, which can be named as
vulnerable, disadvantaged, special needs groups in the literature, may consist of women, children, older adults,
disabled, chronically ill, sexual and ethnic minorities, etc.; the specific needs of these groups gain importance
for the proper operation of the rehabilitation-oriented criminal-justice system. Scientific studies are of great
importance in determining these needs.

This research aims to present a descriptive analysis of studies conducted with vulnerable groups in penal
institutions. For this purpose, 308 thesis studies conducted with convicts/detainees in penal institutions in the

criterion of "being conducted with vulnerable groups" were selected as the sample. It was observed that most
of the analysed studies were conducted in the field of women and children, and there were almost no studies
on other vulnerable groups. It was determined that the studies were mostly conducted in the fields of social
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sciences and health sciences and were carried out at master's degree. From this point of view, it is thought that
the results obtained will guide the researches needed for vulnerable groups.
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